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SOVIET UNION:

" Report From the CIA

Tle Sovict capital of Moscow, a city of

.8 million people, has a grand total of
‘eight gas stations. Leningrad, with 3.6

E ;mi]liou people. has just three, There are,

“in fact, fewer than 2,000 stations in the

{whole country vs. 211,000 in the U.S."
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Because auto facilities are so scarce, fully

- one-fifth of Russia’s 1 million cars are usu-
ally out of scrvice at any one time
awaiting repairs.

.+ This new stalistical intclligence about
- the status of the auto in the Sovict Union

came last week from an authoritative but
- normally seerctive source: the .S, Cen-

. ral Intelligence Agency. CIA reports sur- i

. face rarcly (lhe agency admits cautiously

* to having made six public in the last five
years), but this one was released with
its permission by the international trade
subcommittec  of the Ilousec DBanking

. Commiittee. The subcommitlee used the |

- CIA {indings in approving a proposal that

“the U.S. Import-Export Bank lend $50 ‘
“"million to Italy’s Fiat to help build an"

. auto-asscnbly plant in Russia. If con-
- summated, the loan would be a signifi- |

" 'my, noted that the Fiat plant would:

rtions are it will run into heavy fire from
t other congressmen. -
! The CIA, which actually conducts a
i continuing study of the Russian econo-

'bring “the U.S.8.R. onc step necarcr to

‘the automoltive age.” That age, though, -
'is evidently still far off. Even if a Russian

‘has a car, the CIA reported, there are

cant step in President Johnson's drive to . -

i
- promote East-West trade, but predic- .

ronly 87,000 miles of paved roads for him g

to use—about cqual to the mileage in the

_istate of Michigan.

500 milcs cast of Moscow, is supposed to

‘be producing 100,000 cars a year by |

! The $800 million plant, to be located |

;1970 and help boost annual Sovict out-
'put to hetween 700,000 and 800,000."",

1 The CIA, however, doubted that this '

. "goal could be reached because of “the ;
jusual slippage in Soviel construction

M1

iplans.” A morc reasonable goal, the.
‘iagency said, would be 460,000 cars by-
+ 1970 and 1:1 million by 1975, Even so, & =
- the CIA noted, the Soviets would only i -
: have “an automobile stock roughly equal ;-

| to that of the United States

ited States in 1917.”
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